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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 



BELGIUM. 

Outbreak of cholera at Boom. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Foster, at Antwerp, reports, November 8 : 

I arrived at Antwerp Sunday, November 7, and called upon Consul- 
General H. W. Diederich this morning. After learning from him as 
many details as possible concerning the epidemic of cholera at Boom, 
October 28, in company with Vice-Consul H. T. Sherman I visited 
the provincial secretary to ascertain the latest developments in the 
situation. 

Boom is a town of 16,824 inhabitants, situated on the Rupple, at 
the junction of the Brussels canal with that river. 

The first case was in a worker on the roads. The manner in which 
he contracted the disease is not determined, but it appears that he 
went to the town of Willibroeck where he came in contact with sev- 
eral lightermen who trade to Holland. Tt is supposed that in some 
way he became infected through them. He returned to Boom and 
there developed the disease, dying within 24 hours. The other 8 
cases were evidently contracted from him, as the patients lived in 
adjoining houses. The disease appeared in a very virulent form, and 
all of the fatal cases except one died before the patients could be 
removed to the hospital. There have been 9 cases in all, which devel- 
oped from October 26 to October 30. Six died. As soon as a posi- 
tive diagnosis was made, the sick were removed to an isolated hos- 
pital and 30 persons who had been in contact with them were taken 
to an observation camp. The houses were disinfected and the water 
supply was examined. Four of the houses had a well in common, 
but no comma baccilli were found in it or in the water of the wells 
used by the other families. 

No further cases have developed among the suspects and the 
authorities believe that the epidemic is stamped out, as it occurred 
in a small hamlet on the outskirts of the town. The government has 
ordered the medical boards to be on the alert and every case present- 
ing any symptoms at all suspicious of cholera is to be reported at 
once by telegraph to the minister of agriculture and the provincial 
medical board. 

No emigrants to the United States pass through Boom. 

CHINA. 

Hongkong — Examination of emigrants — Inspection of vessels. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Hough reports, October 5 and 12 : 
Weeks ended October 2 and 9. Restrictions enforced by Hongkong 
remain as reported July 17. 
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